BASIC COURSE 



UNIT 8 



elo lo ra * 



Elo ni o ra? 



How much, did he pay for it? 



marun 



'a V V 

sile marun 
i 



B 



Sile marun. 



five 
Five shillings. 



won 



o won 
■ 



* 

won. 



expensive 
That's expensive. 



B. NOTES. 



1. Elision of mid verbs before a noun object that begins with 
a vowel. 



Compare the expressions: 



mo roko 



mo roko 
■ i 



'I bought a spear ' 
'I bought a spade ' 



(oko 'spear ' ) 
(oko 'hoe, spade ' ) 



In casual style, the quality, length and tone of the vowel 
of the verb stem are all lost before a noun object beginning with 
raid tone, just as they were (Unit 5>) before a noun object beginning 
with a low tone. 

2. A low verb m deliberate style followed by a mid tone ini- 
tial vowel has mid tone. 



mo ra oko 



mo ra oko 



'I bought a spear ' 
'I bought a spade ' 



In deliberate style (i.e. where neither assimilation nor 
elision takes place) the tone of a 'basically' low verb before a 
noun object that begins with mid tone is mid.(cf. Unit 6) 
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UNIT 8 



YORUBA 



3. ni plus most vowels becomes 1. 

Compare the casual and deliberate forms; 



kini ojo. 



1 *T A v 

kilojo, 



There are m Yoruba a number of different elements all of 
which are spelled ni. When one of these stands m deliberate 
style before a vowel other than x, then the corresponding utter- 
ance m casual style has 1 m place of ni. The tone of the remain- 
ing vowel follows the rules for verb tones. 



C. 



Exercises 



1. Some useful nouns that begin with mid tone, 
a. mid-high 



oko 
odo 



Tla 



lgba 



'hoe, spade 1 
'mortar ' 
'okra ' 
'calabash ' 



a roko 
a rodo 



a ragba 



a ra oko 



a ra odo 
a ra" lla 
a ra lgba 



b. 



mid- mid 

eyin 
epo 
f ja 



1SU 

■ 



'egg ' 
'oil ' 
'fish' 
'yam ' 



/ _ _ _ 

s *o reym 

» _ _ 

s *o repo 

/ _ _ _ 

s *o re ja 



s 'o rasu 



se o ra eym 

se o ra epo 

se o ra ena 
i i ° 



se o ra isu 
i i 



mid- low 

eyin 

obe 
■ i 

awo 



'palm nuts ' 
'soup ' 

'spectacles ' 
'salt ' 
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s "e rgym se e ra eyin 



s *e robe 

■ I it 

s *e rawo 

■ i 

s *e rayo 



se e ra obe 
• i ii 

r \ 

se e ra awo 
i i 

se e ra Tyo 



BASIC COURSE 



UNIT 8 



2. Second person singular subject v_s. third person singu- 
lar subject. Practice the following pairs so that 
when you hear either member of a pair, you can respond 
immediately with the other. 



eym 


so reym 


o reym 




s 'o reym 


mo reym 


Isu 


so tasu 
i i 


o tasu 
• 




s *o tasu 


mo tasu 


oko 


so roko 
■ i i 


o roko 




/ * 

s *o roko 


mo roko 



3. Tones of noun objects. Begin with either member of 
each pair. 



eym mo reym 

eyin mo reyin 

* * — * * 

oko mo roko 

■ > ii 

* t 

oko mo roko 

ii ii 



D. S upplementary material : Some useful nouns, including common 

foodstuffs. 

aga 'chair' 

agbon 'coconut' 

epa. 'ground nuts' 

okun 'rope ' 

ata 'pepper' 

eran 'meat' 
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UNIT 9 



YORUBA 



1. 



2. 



agbon 


s'o 
■ 


lagbon 


se 


o 


* * 

ni agbon 


epa 


S * 0 
1 


lepa 


se 
i 


o 


' X » 

ni epa 


okun 


s ''o 

1 


lokun 


se 
i 


o 


ni okun 


ata 


s ; o 

t 


lata 


se 


o 


m ata 


eran 
i 


s ; o 

1 


* 

leran 

i 


se 
i 


o 


ni eran 
i 


agbon 


* 

s *o 

1 


gbagbon 


se 


o 


gba agbon 


epa 


* 

s *o 

1 


gbepa 


se 
i 


o 


* * 

gba epa 


okun 


s *o 

1 


gbokun 


se 
■ 


o 


gba okun 


ata 


s ; o 

1 


gbata 


* 

se 
■ 


0 


gba ata 


eran 
i 


• 

1 


gberan 


se 


o 


gba eran 



3. 



aga 

agbon 

epa 

okun 

ata 

eran 



s *e gbaga 
s 'e gbagbon 
s ; e gbepa 
s *e gbokun 
s *e gbata 
s *e gberan 



s'e laga 

s *e lagbon 
ii • 

s'e lepa 



s *e lokun 
i i 

s'e lata 
i ■ 



s'e leran 

I 1 i 



UNIT 9 

A. BASIC DIALOGUE: 'Where are my books?' 

A 

ha a 



(expression of 
surprise ) 



.ha a 



Hal 



Hey I 
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